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Congratulations on 125th Year,
Cranford Fire Department

Library Bond Referendum
Prompts Cost Concerns

One of the key threads within the fabric of any
community is its contingent of emergency respond-
ers, including police, firefighters and rescue squad
personnel. These dedicated men and women collec-
tively have taken an oath to protect and serve their
neighbors 24 hours a day, seven days a week, 365
days a year. All of us should take every opportunity
to thank them for their service.

One such opportunity will occur this Sunday,
October 15, when the Cranford Fire Department
celebrates its 125th anniversary of continuous ser-
vice to the community. Festivities commemorating
this milestone will take place between 11 a.m. and 5
p.m. in the municipal parking lot adjacent to fire
department headquarters on Springfield Avenue. A
ceremony recognizing the occasion will be held at
1:30 p.m., with a procession featuring the Union
County Police and Fire Pipe and Drums Band.

As befitting an organization that has so long been
an integral part of life within the township, the
celebration will blend historical and contemporary
elements, with fun activities and entertainment in
the mix as well. Fire and EMS vehicles will be on
display for the public in front of the firehouse, and
a video will be available highlighting how the fire
department and firefighting practices have pro-

gressed since the department was first formed in
1892 as Union Hose Company, No. 1.

Rounding out the celebration will be food trucks
offering various fare, live music from the band
Mushmouth, a disc jockey and an interactive kids
zone with activities including an obstacle course,
table games and face painting, according to the fire
department. A special booklet will be offered to
visitors, and anniversary memorabilia will be avail-
able for purchase.

“The celebration is not only a milestone for the
department but represents how much the Cranford
community has changed over the years,” remarked
Fire Chief Dan Czeh ahead of the event. “One thing
that hasn’t changed has been the continued support
of the great Cranford community. We really want to
share this special and significant milestone with our
town and the residents we are privileged to serve
every day.”

We congratulate the Cranford Fire Department on
this distinguished anniversary, and salute all mem-
bers — past and present — who have been part of its
rich history. It is our hope that residents of Cranford
and neighboring towns will turn out for Sunday’s
celebration, as a heartfelt “thank you” to the depart-
ment for being there for 125 years.

This November voters will see a question on the
ballot that would dedicate $125 million to fund up-
grades to town public libraries throughout the state.

Under the New Jersey Library Construction Bond
Act, the state would incur debt ranging from $233
million to $300 million over a 35-year period, ac-
cording to a fiscal estimate by the New Jersey Office
of Legislative Services (OLS). The legislation easily
passed the Assembly in June and the Senate in July.
The revenue from the bond sale would fund 50
percent of a project’s cost, with the balance coming
from either local or private sources, meaning $250
million will be spent on library facilities.

The last public library construction bond referen-
dum was passed by voters 18 years ago. According
to the New Jersey Library Association, “in 1999 a
$45-million bond act helped finance 68 projects
throughout the state and generated an estimated
$260 million in economic activity in the process.”

According to information on the Fanwood Memo-
rial Library website, “The goals of the bond act are
to upgrade public library facilities to meet commu-
nity needs.” This funding will: “Provide much needed
community infrastructure repairs and updates to
library facilities, including bringing libraries into
compliance with the Americans with Disabilities
Act, renovating library facilities, and providing tech-
nology upgrades, and a cost sharing program with
state funds so construction projects are not depen-
dent solely on local property taxes.”

While we agree with the importance of libraries as

being a source of information and the heart of a
community, New Jersey already has $43 billion in
bond obligations. We can’t just spend like crazy. We
need to spend wisely and effectively. Annual debt
payments are estimated to be between $6.7 million
and $8.6 million to pay off the library bond, accord-
ing to the New Jersey Office of Legislative Services.

Assemblymen Jay Webber (R-26th, Parsippany)
and Michael Carroll (R-25th, Morris Plains), who
voted against the legislation, said the bond measure
would “hurt generations of citizens by spending and
borrowing recklessly on this misguided idea.” They
say New Jersey’s public libraries “are among the
best funded in the nation, with New Jersey ranking
in the top five states in per capita expenditures for
libraries.”

Fanwood has a plan to renovate and expand its
library. “Approval of this question will clearly have
a great impact on the Fanwood Library Improve-
ment Project by providing matching funds and sig-
nificantly reducing the financial impact of the li-
brary improvement project on Fanwood taxpayers,”
according to the Fanwood Library’s website.

Scotch Plains Public Library Director Michelle
Willis said at a downtown development committee
meeting last week that she would love to have a
larger, more modern facility.

While our communities will benefit if this bond
passes, it will pile on to our debt in a state that has seen
11 bond rating degrades during the Christie Adminis-
tration. In the end we believe this bond will pass.

Prioritizing Westfield’s One-Seat Ride
To New York City Commute

Secured 9 In-Bound And 9 Out-Bound
Weekday Direct Service Trains

The Truth About Jon
Bramnick

A few years ago I called Mr.
Bramnick’s office on a Sunday on a
legal matter, to make an appointment
to discuss a problem I was having. To
my surprise the receptionist told me
to “come right over.” Upon arriving
I was immediately ushered into his
private office. Needless to say, I was
impressed with the treatment, that
made me feel special. He greeted me
with a handshake, and I told him of
the problem I was having after a hip
operation. He listened and sympa-
thized with me, but informed me that
the Statue of Limitations had run out
and a judge would not hear the case.
I thanked him and as I left I asked the
receptionist to send me a bill. After
waiting two weeks for a bill. I mailed
a check for $500 to his office for
“services rendered.” In almost the
return mail, I received a personal
letter from Mr. Bramnick, with my
check enclosed. He thanked me for
offering payment, but said that he
could not accept money from a client
that he had been unable to help.

So that is the Truth About Jon
Bramnick.

This truth made me realize that if
he treats a person like myself so
professionally and graciously, how
fortunate we are to have him as our
Assemblyman in District 21.

I hope that those of you reading
this will join me in voting for Jon
Bramnick on Nov 1.

Richard Dobyns
Scotch Plains

From the arrival of the railroad in
Westfield in 1839, up to the year
2014, there was no direct train ser-
vice to Manhattan. For 175 long years,
no mayor or municipal body, of either
party, in the dozen or so towns along
what is now the Raritan Valley Line
(RVL), could find a way to deliver
that service. Mayor Skibitsky’s ad-
ministration did.

The RVL is not electrified, and
diesel engines are not permitted in the
Hudson River tunnels. But when NJ
Transit purchased dual-power loco-
motives, our Mayor, together with
Senator Tom Kean and Assembly-
man Jon Bramnick, met personally
with the executive director of NJ Tran-
sit, and secured nine in-bound and
nine out-bound weekday direct ser-
vice trains.

Rather than give credit where credit
is due, critics only say it is not enough.
It isn’t. But to suggest that a novice
mayor in only one town along the
RVL will have more success than the
current administration – and more
than all the other administrations
along the RVL, Republican and
Democrat – in bringing rush hour
direct service to Westfield is ridicu-
lous. Are the mayors of Union,
Cranford, Fanwood, Plainfield,
Bridgewater and other RVL towns all
ineffective? Or is the issue beyond
the control of any one mayor (or ten)?

Like many Westfielders, my wife is
a daily commuter into Manhattan. I
know how important it is that we get
one-seat rides to New York City for
all Westfield trains. When I first
moved to Westfield 21 years ago, I

was told that NJ Transit had been
discussing direct train service to and
from New York for decades. Mayors
came and went, but still no direct
service. Even when I was first elected
to the Town Council, a one-seat ride
between Westfield and Manhattan
appeared to be just a dream. Today, it
is a reality, albeit an incomplete one.

Just like the solution for our current
direct service was the state’s pur-
chase of dual-power locomotives, the
only solution for rush hour one-seat
rides is a new Hudson River tunnel.
And Westfield does not have $13
billion to construct that tunnel. Nor
do all the towns on the RVL com-
bined. Any candidate who suggests
that he or she is going to promptly
secure $13 billion in funding for a
new Hudson River tunnel is either
disingenuous or naïve, or both.

Leaders with experience and proven
results, like Mayor Skibitsky and me,
are in a better position to advocate for
the tunnel and deliver more direct
service to Westield. We know the
players involved, and we have a great
working relationship with the non-
partisan Raritan Valley Rail Coali-
tion and our state legislative leaders,
including Senator Kean and Assem-
blyman Bramnick, who are directly
involved in the state’s decision-mak-
ing and funding process. The politi-
cal newcomers in Westfield, who are
effectively asking you to allow them
to learn on the job, do not. Please vote
for experienced and effective leader-
ship on November 7.

Sam Della Fera
Westfield Councilman

When my family moved to
Westfield in 2008, the fact that the
town is on the train line and so close
to NYC played an important role in
our decision. We envisioned a shorter,
more comfortable commute for my
husband. We quickly realized how
poor NJ Transit service is, with rou-
tine delays and canceled trains. Com-
muters from Westfield must transfer
from a diesel train at Newark to an
electric train that is able to travel
through the tunnel to NYC. The New-
ark transfer can be difficult: rush-
hour commuters rush up and down
two flights of stairs, and sometimes
not knowing which track the next
train will be on. The transfer adds 15
minutes in each direction, and stress
to the start of the workday. My hus-
band tried the train commute a few
times, and eventually found the bus
commute more reliable and comfort-
able.

Several years later, NJ transit pur-
chased dual-powered trains that were
able to switch from diesel to electric.
Riders on these trains would no longer
have to make the dreaded transfer at
Newark. In March 2014, Westfield
finally was able to get a “one-seat
ride.” I remember the excitement and
the positive buzz around town. No
more running up and down stairs, no
more panicking about which track to
transfer to.

Unfortunately, there was a catch:
the Raritan Valley line, which includes
Westfield, had only been able to se-
cure a few time slots on these trains –
some weekend trips, and non-rush
hour trips into the city. So, if you were
leaving Westfield at 10 a.m. on a
weekday, you could enjoy a direct
ride into the city. Three years later, no

progress has been made and I, like
many others, am frustrated.

Of the many one-seat rush hour
trains that were added to the sched-
ule, the Raritan Valley line was not
allocated any. Raritan Valley line rid-
ers make up 10 percent of NJ transit
commuters and should have been
fairly represented in the rush-hour
scheduling. What efforts did our town
leaders make, if any, to ensure that
our town was adequately represented
in these scheduling negotiations? Why
did other towns get more than their
fair share of direct, rush-hour access
into the city?

Why is it so important? One-seat
rides provide a shorter, more enjoy-
able commute. Towns with one-seat
rides enjoy improved economies in
their downtowns, and property value
increases of approximately $30,000-
$50,000.

And yet, the current administration
points to the “one-seat ride” into the
city as one of their great accomplish-
ments. I disagree. The only meaning-
ful one-seat ride is one during rush
hour, and that remains, for the current
administration, elusive.

It is time for a change in advocacy
for this and other issues impacting
Westfield residents. Therefore, I will
be voting for Shelley Brindle (Mayor)
and Dawn Mackey (4th ward town
council). Shelley, a former executive
vice-president tasked with innova-
tion in a changing world, and Dawn,
with her strong history of advocacy
and leadership skills, will be able to
network and engage stakeholders to
bring us closer to the peak, one-seat
ride that Westfield deserves.

Cheryl Altman
Westfield WF Should Pay for

Damage to My Curb
A couple of years ago I was told that

I had to remove a tree in front of my
home in Westfield. The same tree that
I requested to be removed years ago.

When the town removed the tree
they destroyed my curb and side-
walk. The feedback I got was that I
am now responsible. This insurance
company sent a note saying the work
was not poorly done and I totally
disagree with their assessment. I wrote
to the mayor and I got back this is now
my problem. I pay a ton of taxes in
Westfield and I did not do this dam-
age. To this day I do not understand
why there is no accountability except
some political answer to stick the
blame on me. I also heard our street
was suppose to have curbs paved this
summer. This did not happen. I was
told I would get a tree and some of my
neighbors did though I got no tree. I
don’t care about the tree though I care
about having the town fix my side-
walk and curb and being fair to their
hardworking taxpayers. I need a town
hall that is my advocate.

Please share this now and ask the
town to comment.

Debbie Chaskin
Westfield

Road Safety Is What Residents Want
A major concern that Ward 3 voters

have shared with me is road and pedes-
trian safety. Specifically, residents have
said there is too much speeding and too
many cars that don’t stop at stop signs.
I know Westfield can do better in this
area, which is critical because so many
of our schoolchildren walk to school
every day. I plan to contribute Fresh
Ideas and Proactive Leadership to en-
sure the government more proactively
addresses these concerns.

The biggest concern is speeding.
I’ve seen it myself while campaigning
on many Ward 3 streets including Bou-
levard, Summit, Carleton, Tice Place
and Grove as well as from my house,
on the corner of Rahway Avenue and
Shackamaxon Drive. I’ve also heard
countless stories from Ward 3 resi-
dents about cars not stopping at stop
signs, going too fast through intersec-
tions and zooming down streets, even
with kids playing on the sidewalks and
adjacent fields and lawns. And when
you combine speeding with the possi-
bility of distracted driving, the risk of
accidents grows exponentially for mo-
torists and pedestrians.

We have to do better – our lives and
our kids’ lives depend on it. And I

believe we can. Here’s what I’d advo-
cate for if I’m elected to Town Council
for Ward 3.

We need to identify the roads and
intersections that are the most danger-
ous by reviewing accident and traffic
data and obtaining resident input. We
should pay particular attention to the
roads/intersections next to schools
where there’s the highest concentra-
tion of pedestrians – especially chil-
dren.

Then, we should assemble a task
force – comprised of experts both from
within the government and outside – to
build custom solutions for each dan-
gerous road/intersection. These solu-
tions could include more signage, ad-
ditional 4-way stop signs, brighter street
lamps, speed barriers, and even more
police enforcement.

Working together, we can find cost-
effective solutions that improve road
and pedestrian safety. Vote Contract
for Council for Ward 3 on Nov. 7. And
feel free to share your thoughts or ideas
by emailing me at
david@contractforwestfield.com

David Contract
Ward 3 Town Council Candidate

State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Pelitic – Formed or made up of mud
2. Chiminage – A toll for passage

through a forest
3. Xenodochy – Hospitality
4. Serpigo – Any spreading skin dis-

ease, as ringworm

DANAIDE
1. A water wheel, consisting of two

tapering shells, one within the other
2. One of the 28 amino acids necessary

for building muscle tissue
3. A bath with medicated water
4. A deep gash or cut

CLERONOMY
1. Inheritance; heritage
2. A sudden flood or outpouring
3. Foresight; discernment
4. Harmony; as one

BLEB
1. Valueless; barren
2. A horsefly
3. Fat; blubber
4. A small blister or swelling on the

skin or plants
SUBTILIATION

1. The killing of anything offered as a
sacrifice

2. The act of making thin
3. Tickling or stimulating pleasurably
4. Blowing or breathing into or on

More letters pages 5, 19, 20


