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WALK THE WALK...Union County Freeholder Alexander Mirabella greeted
students at the Brunner School in Scotch Plains on Wednesday to help celebrate
Walk to School Day. “Walk to School Day is all about building healthy habits that
last a lifetime, and it’s wonderful to see how the students enjoy sharing this positive
message with their teachers, peers and parents,” said Freeholder Mirabella.

Panel Discussion Planned on
Understanding Child Behavior

Jonathan Dayton
Reunion Planned

AREA – Classmates for years 1947,
1948 and 1949 at Jonathan Dayton
Regional High School in Springfield
are being sought for a reunion.

The reunion is planned at Hibachi
Grill at Blue Star Shopping Center on
Wednesday, October 25, at 12 noon
for $15 per person, all you can eat.

For more information or to register
in advance, call Trudy (Lorenz)
Piccirillo (908) 400-6517.

Franklin School to Hold
Annual Pumpkin Fair

Parrish Earns National
Merit Recognition

BASKING RIDGE – Twenty-two
Pingry seniors are recognized for ex-
ceptional academic promise as Com-
mended Students in the 2018 Na-
tional Merit Scholarship Program.
They placed among the top 50,000
scorers of more than 1.6 million stu-
dents who entered the 2018 competi-
tion by taking the 2016 Preliminary
SAT/National Merit Scholarship
Qualifying Test (PSAT/NMSQT).
Including these 22 students, 168
Pingry students have been Com-
mended Students over the past five
years.

The commended students include
Madeleine Parrish of Westfield.

WESTFIELD – The public is in-
vited to join the Westfield Special
Education Community for an evening
of education on Wednesday, October
18 at 7:30 p.m., at Lincoln Early
Childhood Center, 728 Westfield
Avenue, Westfield.

The guest speakers, Leopold
Bolona, M.D., Megan Brown, Ph.D.,
Rosanne Kurstedt, Ph.D. and Gina
Totino, L.C.S.W. will focus on effec-
tive approaches to understanding and
working with difficult behaviors.
Collaboration is key to ensuring con-
sistency, structure, and a positive out-
come for children. This panel discus-
sion will answer your questions and
guide you and those that work with
your child on how to collaborate for a
positive outcome.

Dr. Bolona is an experienced board
certified child psychiatrist serving
adults and children. He follows a
multidisciplinary, yet individualized
treatment methodology. His expertise
is in assessment and treatment plan-
ning, which he approaches conserva-
tively and with compassion. He takes
time with evaluations and works with
necessary counterparts (schools, doc-
tors, therapists, family members, etc.)
to develop the most effective treat-
ment plan. Dr. Bolona treats a wide
range of conditions including behav-
ioral issues, neurodevelopmental dis-
orders, autism spectrum disorder,
ADHD, anxiety, depression, and mood
disorders. He serves as a consulting
psychiatrist for the Roselle Park Board
of Education.

Dr. Brown is a licensed clinical
psychologist and owner of Brown
Psychological Services. She has spe-
cialized training in preschool, foren-

sic, and neuropsychological evalua-
tions, with an in depth focus on the
assessment and treatment of ADHD
and Autism Spectrum Disorder. Dr.
Brown also consults to school dis-
tricts and preschools. Her practice
offers individual treatment for chil-
dren, adolescents, and young adults
focused on improving self-regulation,
social problem solving, and identify-
ing and regulating emotions through
various treatment modalities.

Ms. Kurstedt is an accomplished
educator with 20+ years experience
working with pre-school through 8th
grade students, novice and veteran
teachers, and Masters’ students. She
is passionate in her support of col-
laborative learning environments that
nurture reflective practitioners and
increase students’ social and emo-
tional well-being as well as achieve-
ment. She is the cofounder of Writers
Experience, a summer workshop for
students in grades 2-5 and a children’s
book author.

Ms. Totino specializes in clinical
work with children, adolescents, fami-
lies, and adults. She has unique train-
ing and expertise in the use of Dialec-
tical Behavioral Therapy (DBT),
which focuses on the treatment of
mood, behavioral and emotional
dysregulation, self-injurious behav-
iors, and suicidality. Her therapeutic
work is informed by DBT when work-
ing with children, parents, couples,
and siblings.

This program is free and all par-
ents, teachers, and therapists are in-
vited to attend. 1.5 CEU credits are
offered free of charge. For more in-
formation email
WestfieldSpecialEdParents@gmail.com.

Wardlaw Students
Create Kindness Rocks

EDISON – Lower School students
at The Wardlaw-Hartridge School
created Kindness Rocks on Interna-
tional Dot Day, a celebration of
creativity, courage and collabora-
tion, on September 15.

After reading The Dot by Peter
Reynolds and singing a song together,
the students decorated rocks in class
creation stations. Faculty and staff
members also joined in the fun.

The rocks included the hashtag
#whschool and were sent home with
students. The students placed them
in their community hoping to put a
smile on someone's face and have
that person be inspired to create
their own rock.

NJDAR Donates Books to
St. Michael’s School in CF

BOOK DONATION...Mary Leonard, left, of the New Jersey Daughters of the
American Revolution donates books on the U.S. Constitution to Sandy Miragliotta,
Principal of St. Michael School.

Local Student Participates in
Study Abroad Program

Free Adult Lectures
Offered at Trailside

CRANFORD – Mary Leonard,
New Jersey State Daughters of the
American revolution (DAR) Consti-
tution Week chairwoman, collected
books appropriate for the grammar
school level at a recent DAR Fall
Conference held in Princeton, NJ on
September 16. These books were
donated to St. Michael’s School in
Cranford. Sandy Miragliotta, Princi-
pal, graciously accepted the books on
behalf of her students and teachers.
Mrs. Miragliotta mentioned that dur-
ing the week of September 17 to the
23 she has been sharing stories about
the US Constitution with the students
during morning announcements.

Constitution Week is celebrated
every year from September 17 to the
23. The tradition of celebrating the
Constitution was started by the Daugh-
ters of the American Revolution. In
1955 the NSDAR petitioned Con-
gress to set aside a week in September
to be dedicated for the observance of
Constitution Week. A resolution was
later adopted by the US Congress and
signed into public law on August 2,

1956 by President Dwight
Eisenhower.

The National Society of the Daugh-
ters of the American Revolution is a
volunteer women’s service organiza-
tion dedicated to promoting patrio-
tism, historic preservation, and educa-
tion via commemorative events, schol-
arships and educational initiatives.
Constitution Week is celebrated across
our nation with support from approxi-
mately 3,000 DAR local chapters.

PUMPKIN TIME...The Franklin School community gets ready for the annual
Pumpkin fair this weekend.

 WESTFIELD – The Franklin El-
ementary School Parent Teacher Or-
ganization (PTO) is gearing up for
its annual Great Pumpkin Fair. The
event is on Saturday, October 14,
from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m on the school
grounds located at 700 Prospect
Street in Westfield.

The Pumpkin Fair is Franklin’s
annual tradition featuring fun games,
an inflatable obstacle course, face
painting, glitter tattoos, creepy crafts,
and the all-time favorite Giant
Cookie Walk. A variety of gift bas-

kets will be raffled off, goldfish will
be won, and there will be tons of
food to eat including cotton candy,
pizza, hot dogs and baked goods.

Each year, Franklin holds a stu-
dent poster contest regarding the
event, and the winning posters are
displayed throughout downtown
Westfield to remind everyone about
this fun occasion. The Pumpkin Fair
is the largest fundraiser Franklin
School organizes each year and a kid
favorite. It will be held rain or shine
on Saturday.

MOUNTAINSIDE – The Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
and the Department of Parks and
Recreation are pleased to announce
the free lectures for adults 18 years
and older and high school students, in
the fall season at the Trailside Nature
and Science Center in Mountainside.

“Trailside offers engaging and di-
verse lecture topics at its popular
Visitor Center.  The 2,060 acre reser-
vation is a great destination in fall,”
said Freeholder Chairman Bruce H.
Bergen.

On Tuesday, October 17 from 7
p.m. to 8 p.m., The American Histori-
cal Theatre offers a compelling theat-
rical re-enactment, made possible in
part by the New Jersey Council for
the Humanities. Theodore Roosevelt:
American in the Arena recreates the
time when President McKinley was
assassinated in 1901, and Vice Presi-
dent Theodore Roosevelt bounded
into Washington, D.C. as the young-
est President in history. His vigorous
persona helped catapult the U.S. into
the new century. His accomplishments
were plentiful and diverse: War hero

to Nobel Peace Prize winner, natural-
ist to imperialist.

On Saturday, October 21 from 2
p.m. to 3 p.m. NASA Solar Ambassa-
dor Paul Cirillo will speak on What’s
Next For Human Space Travel. Mr.
Cirillo, a popular lecturer at Trailside,
will present a fascinating lecture about
the future for human space programs
planned in the United States, China
and Russia. The lecture also includes
the project of the four U.S. commer-
cial companies, Space X, Boeing,
Blue Origin and Virgin Galactic.
Space tourism, space stations, moon
bases and a journey to Mars are the
inspiring and thrilling topics dis-
cussed.  Learn about these exciting
projects and others as we prepare for
these upcoming new voyages.

For more information about these
programs or other activities at
Trailside, please call (908) 789-3670
or visit www.ucnj.org/trailside.
Trailside Nature and Science Center
is located at 452 New Providence
Road in Mountainside and is a facil-
ity of the Union County Department
of Parks and Recreation.

ROCHESTER, N.Y. – Hannah R.
Goldring, a junior majoring in bio-
medical engineering at the Univer-
sity of Rochester, is spending the fall
semester in Auckland, New Zealand.

Ms. Goldring, the daughter of
Laurie Woog and Jay Goldring, is a
resident of Westfield and a graduate

of Westfield High School.
Hundreds of University of Roches-

ter students study outside the United
States each year in more than 40
cities. Most take full-time study pro-
grams while others earn academic
credit for internships, which are sup-
ported by related coursework in gov-
ernment offices, museums, health or-
ganizations, theaters, law offices, or
corporations. These programs are
operated under the auspices of the
Center for Education Abroad in the
College of Arts, Sciences, and Engi-
neering.
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WHS Tells Nat. Merit Semi-
Finalist, Commended Students

WESTFIELD – Westfield High
School senior, Benjamin Kevelson,
has been named a National Merit
Semi-finalist in the 2018 National
Merit Scholarship Program. Approxi-
mately 1.1 percent of students who
take the Preliminary SAT test qualify
as National Merit semi-finalists. They
are the highest scoring entrants and
are eligible to apply for National Merit
scholarships.  The program honors
students who show exceptional aca-
demic ability and potential for suc-
cess in rigorous college studies.

Additionally, Principal Derrick
Nelson announced that 19 Westfield
High School students have been
named Commended Students in the
2018 National Merit Scholarship Pro-
gram.  According to the National Merit
Scholarship Program, these students

place in the top five percent of the
students in the country who took the
Preliminary SAT/Merit Scholarship
Qualifying Test: Yallen Bai, Chloe
Brown, Michael Canabarro, Joseph
Ensslin, Lindsay Freidenrich, Fiona
Gillespie, Rachael He, Yenteen Hu,
Marisa Li, Allison Mattessich, Timo-
thy McAuliffe, Kenneth Meyer, Ryan
Qin, Lindsey Sharlow, Daniel
Shenker, Jacob Tananbaum, Nicho-
las Weiner, Eric Yang, and Junlin Yi.

According to the National Merit
Scholarship Corporation, “These stu-
dents represent a valuable national
resource; recognizing their accom-
plishments, as well as the key role
their schools play in their academic
development, is vital to the advance-
ment of educational excellence in our
nation. We hope that this recognition
will help broaden their educational
opportunities and encourage them as
they continue their pursuit of aca-
demic success.”


