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Raiders ‘Go for It’; Cougars Win 43-42 in OT
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

Football coach Gary Kehler instructs Bob Urciouli (right) on a blocking technique
as Jon Gordon listens during a 1966 practice session. Urciouli passed away last
week.

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

‘The Streak’ Brings
Back Fond Memories

Streaking – running through a pub-
lic place without wearing clothes, as a
prank – was quite popular on college
campuses in the early- to mid-1970s.

At WHS, streaking had a more ba-
sic meaning. It’s what the school’s
athletic teams were doing quite often
at around that time – in their uni-
forms, of course.

In fact, more than four decades ago
‘The Streak’ was the talk of the town.

There were many streaks to talk
about in the fall of 1973. There were
the swimming team’s recent streak of
10 consecutive state championships
from 1961-70, or its 18-year unbeaten
streak against New Jersey public
schools from 1957-74, or its then 16-
and-counting streak of Union County
championships that wouldn’t end un-

til 1999 after 42 consecutive years;
and there was the track team’s 53-
meet streak from 1969-74 or the wres-
tling team’s 27-match unbeaten streak
from 1972-74.

But this was Westfield, and foot-
ball was the default language.

From October 1968 through Octo-
ber 1973 – almost six full seasons –
coach Gary Kehler’s football teams
played 48 games and did not lose any,
winning 46 and tying two. Included in
that streak was an all-winning streak
of 36 games, a school record for foot-
ball. Overall, the six football seasons
from 1968-73 had a combined record
of 49-3-2.

Game No. 48, on Oct. 27, 1973 – in
those pristine days before Catholic
schools took over the state – was an
all-time classic: No. 1-ranked
Westfield at No. 2 Nutley before a
roaring Saturday afternoon crowd in
that town’s legendary Oval. It ended
up 0-0 (no overtimes back then), but
it was a spectacular 0-0! Just the final
five minutes included a goal-line stand
and two interceptions by WHS, and a
last-second 46-yard field goal try by
WHS’s Glen Kehler.

Current head coach Jim DeSarno
has taken a wise approach, consider-
ing the team’s current “streak” to be

five games, this year’s total. That’s
certainly less of a burden to carry than
the state-best 30 games that it actually
is. It’s ironic that, as we deal with the
muggy Indian summer weather, the
current streak started in a snow storm
with a 6-0 overtime win over Plainfield
on Thanksgiving 2014.

This Saturday the Blue Devils will
put their 30-game win streak on the
line against 3-2 Elizabeth in a 1 p.m.
game at Rutgers. It’s part of a show-
case event, also pitting Rumson-Fair
Haven against St. John Vianney at 4
p.m. and Red Bank Catholic vs. Long
Branch at 7 p.m. (Ironically, Long
Branch and Fair Haven were my home
towns from 1945 until 1959, when we
moved to Westfield.)

Historically, the Blue Devils are

just 18-29-2 against Elizabeth in an
off-and-on series that started in 1898
– 119 years ago. The Minutemen are
one of only four teams that WHS has
faced 20 or more times and has a
losing record. The others are Union
(WHS trails 27-29), North Plainfield,
8-14-5, and West Orange, 8-15. Those
last two were on the schedule back in
the 1940s and ’50s.

Every opponent on the schedule is
capable of being the streak-stopper.
But don’t forget that WHS has the
talent and depth that will keep it “in”
every game.

Just enjoy the ride. Like most
Westfielders of a certain age, I think
back on that 48-game unbeaten streak
as a magical time, just like the current
streak. Except back then I was a 27-
year-old up-and-coming sports writer,
now I’m a 71-year-old recently-laid-
off sports copy editor.

Oh, on Nov. 3, 1973, ‘The Streak’
ended in Montclair. Following that
20-15 loss, the Westfield players got
a long standing ovation from their
appreciative fans, and then won the
last two games of that ’73 season by a
combined, and truly devilish, 66-6
margin. Unbeaten teams followed in
1974, 1976 and 1977.

Life went on.
FOOTBALL UPDATE

Tim Alliegro’s debut as a WHS
running back was a little delayed. As
a ninth-grader he attended Don Bosco
Prep in Bergen County before trans-
ferring “back home.” But he was in-
eligible for football, although he was
a varsity wrestler and weight man in
track. In his first five games this fall
Alliegro has 572 yards on 106 carries
with six touchdowns. The sophomore
set a school record with 42 carries
against Ridge.

Fellow sophomore Hank Shapiro
tied the school record with four touch-
down passes against Watchung Hills
on Sept. 28. And it could have been
six; a penalty and a dropped pass cost
him two others. Shapiro is the eighth
Blue Devil to turn the trick, first done
in 1948 by Hall of Famer Sam Mitchell
against Union. The others are Bud
Mueller (1961 vs. Hillside), Hall of
Famer Joe Monninger (1970, Hill-
side), Dan Kerr (2010, Rahway), Chris
Hogge (2013, Ridge), Zach Kelly

(2015, Scotch Plains) and Phil Mar-
tini (2016, Watchung Hills).

The 6-foot-1, 182-pound Shapiro
is the first WHS sophomore to start at
quarterback since 1985, when future
NFL star Dave Brown, who also wore
No. 10, started the second game of
that season, an 8-0 loss to Kearny.
Classmate Rob Shovlin also played
some QB that year, filling in for jun-
ior Todd Graf. Brown, of course,
started the next two years, breaking
many of Joe Monninger’s school
records, before going to Duke Uni-
versity, where he continued his record
breaking. He was a No. 1 pick of the
New York Giants and played 10 years
in the NFL.

The defense has allowed just 34
points in five games (last year’s gave
up 58 points through five, including
one shutout).

THIS AND THAT
While we were “away,” a couple of

things happened that deserve a men-
tion.

The WHS girls and boys soccer
teams posted 1-0 victories over
archrival Scotch Plains-Fanwood on
Sept. 9 and Sept. 16, respectively.
Ironically, the goals were scored by
senior Jack and sophomore Faith
Dobosiewicz. They are the children
of the late youth soccer/basketball
coach John Dobosiewicz, i.e., “Coach
Dobo,” who passed away in August
2013 at the age of 48.

(The girls repeated that 1-0 win this
past Saturday, while Part 2 for the
boys is this afternoon at SP-F.)

The WHS volleyball team notched
a huge pre-tournament season win
over Union Catholic, the county’s
dominant team recently.

IN PASSING
Jeff Gilbert (’61), a long-time fol-

lower of WHS sports, especially foot-
ball and wrestling, passed away on
Aug. 13 after a long battle with inter-
stitial pneumonia. He was 74. A former
jayvee wrestler under Gary Kehler,
he coached the Bears for many years
in the Boys Football League.

Joe Wheatley (Holy Trinity, ’59),
passed away on Sept. 21 at age 75 in
Florida. We’ll have more on Joe in a
later Den, but suffice it to say that
“The Mailman” was a living legend to
kids growing up in Westfield from the
late 1960s into the late 2000s.

BUTLER NETS GAME WINNER, AMMAN MAKES KEY SAVES

Blue Devils Edge Raiders, 1-0,
In 2nd Girls Soccer Showdown

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield High School girls
soccer team scored a thrilling 1-0
victory over rival Scotch Plains-
Fanwood on October 7 at Kehler Sta-
dium in Westfield. Senior Katie
Butler’s first half goal in the 35th
minute proved to be the difference in
a game that was settled by the narrow-
est of margins. The victory helped the
Blue Devils remain undefeated on the
season at 10-0 and marked their sec-
ond victory of the year over the Raid-
ers (8-2).

“I had a great ball but I’m not certain
who sent it in to me,” said Butler of the
goal. “When I received it, I turned and
saw that there was a lot of space be-
tween me and the closest defender, so
I just sent the ball to the net.”

The ball glanced off of a Scotch
Plains-Fanwood player, changing it’s
trajectory and launching it over the
outstretched hands of Raider goal-
keeper Maya Kessler for a 1-0
Westfield lead. It was a goal that
seemed long overdue in an exciting
first half, which saw both teams with
ample opportunities to score. Some
spectacular goalkeeping by both Blue
Devil Caitlin Amman and Raider
Kessler had kept the game scoreless
until that point.

Amman’s effort was truly extraor-
dinary on this day. The junior keeper
turned away six shots and all of them
came off of great chances for the
Raiders. One first-half save had fans
and coaches buzzing.

With the game still scoreless mid-
way through the first half, Scotch
Plains-Fanwood senior Sabrina
DiLollo got the ball in great position
behind the Blue Devil defense and
delivered a hard kick from about six
yards out high and to the left shoulder
of Amman. With lightning quick re-
flexes, Amman stabbed at the ball and
yanked it out of the air, preventing
what would have been the go-ahead
goal for the Raiders.

“That first stop was just pure reac-
tion,” said Amman. “The area in front
of the net was crowded so it came at
me pretty quickly. I just reached for it
and came away with it.”

It would be a story that repeated
itself throughout the contest. Despite
having some great opportunities to
score, the Raiders could not sneak
one past Amman on this day. Scotch
Plains-Fanwood had chance after
chance to score in the second half,
including three corners, but Amman
was there each time to deny the Raider
efforts. Amman had help too as the
Westfield defense was stellar in its
own right.

One such example came in the 63rd
minute when Amman came out to
challenge and found herself out of
position. Teammate Claire Prevoznak
got a foot on the ball, deflecting it
away from Raider forward Kerri
McNeely, who tried in vain to chase
the ball down before it rolled out of
bounds past the end line. Had
McNeely gotten to the ball she would
simply have had to tap it into an
empty net for the tying goal.

“This was an exceptional game for
me because of my defense in front of
me,” said Amman. “They were there
to support me and they kept a lot of
shots from ever being taken.”

Scotch Plains-Fanwood fought to
the bitter end and during a frantic,
final 30 seconds of play, the Raiders
got yet another golden opportunity to
tie the game. As the clock ticked down
under 10 seconds, the Raiders tried to
get a long lob kick from midfield over
the Westfield defense. The attempt
worked perfectly as the ball bounced
in behind a drawn up Blue Devil
defense. DiLollo made a charge for
the ball as it arced into the air.

In a major gamble, Amman charged
out from the net towards the ball just
as DiLollo raced in from the opposite
direction. Amman got there a split
second ahead of DiLollo, securing
the ball as the players nearly collided.
Once again, had Scotch Plains-
Fanwood managed to gain posses-
sion of the ball, there was an empty
net awaiting. Instead, the clock quickly
ticked down to zero and Westfield
had its second win of the season over
the Raiders.

“This is just an awesome experi-
ence,” said Butler, a senior transfer
from Mt. St. Mary’s. “Not having

played in this rivalry, I’m sure I can’t
speak of it like some of the girls who
have been here for four years but I can
tell you it is intense. If anything, I
think today’s game was even more
intense than the first one we played
against them this year. It feels great to
be able to come in and participate in
a great rivalry like this one and then
be able to help your team actually win
the game.”

Westfield, which coming into the
season, had not beaten Scotch Plains-
Fanwood since 2011, now owns a
regular season series sweep of the
Raiders. To this point, Scotch Plains-
Fanwood is undefeated against ev-
eryone else on their schedule this
season.

“When you play a great rivalry game
like this one that is how it goes,” said
Westfield Head Coach Alex Schmidt.
“It is rarely, if ever a high scoring
game, and it is usually a one goal
affair. I’m so proud of Caitlin today.
She had a lot of pressure on her com-
ing into the season taking over for Liz
Brucia, who is a freshman at the Uni-
versity of Georgia. Some of that was
self-imposed pressure but she really
has come up big for us. As far as
Scotch Plains goes, they are just a
really great program over there and it
is very possible that we could meet
them again in the County and States
and it will be just as tough to beat
them there.”
Sc Pl-Fanwood 0 0 0
Westfield 1 0 1

Jeff Gilbert, former WHS athlete and
longtime follower, passed away on Aug.
13. Here he celebrates his 74th birthday.

Bob Urciouli (’67), the starting
center on the 1966 WHS football
team (he snapped the ball to a junior
QB named Bob Brewster) and a local
chiropractor, passed away on Sept.
21 at age 67. Bob’s daughter Natalie
(’94) was the first girl to play varsity
ice hockey in New Jersey, a starting
defenseman when WHS started its
varsity program in 1995. She also
went to the prom with current WHS
lacrosse assistant coach Boomer
Wertheimer.

Mary Jo Byrne (Armstrong) (’70)
passed away on Oct. 1 in Lawrence, at
age 64. She was part of the legendary
Virginia Street family that included
Tom, Fred, Paul, Mary Jo, Bob,
Monica, Terri, John, Eileen and Billy.

The Devil’s Den will appear from
time to time in The Westfield Leader.

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

POLICE DEPARTMENT
MISCELLANEOUS PROPERTY

Take Notice that pursuant to Resolution
17-182, adopted by the Council of the
Borough of Garwood, New Jersey on Oc-
tober 10, 2017, the Chief of the Garwood
Police Department is authorized and di-
rected to dispose of property that the un-
dersigned will expose for sale on the fol-
lowing website, www.municibid.com start-
ing on October 25, 2017.  Property owners
or their whereabouts are unknown and
cannot be ascertained.  Any individual,
who feels that their property may be in
possession of the Garwood Police Depart-
ment, must bring proof of ownership to the
Garwood Police Department, by October
24, 2017.

All property offered is strictly “as is” con-
dition, with no representation as to condi-
tion or fitness for any particular purpose.

Purchase must be made by certified
check or money order payable to the Bor-
ough of Garwood within seven (7) days.

Property is available for viewing on
www.municibid.com  starting October 25,
2017.

Winner of bid is responsible for picking
up property at the Borough of Garwood
Police Department or pre-pay all shipping
costs.

All sales are final.

Christina M. Ariemma, RMC
Borough Administrator/Municipal Clerk

1 T - 10/12/17, The Leader Fee: $31.62

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

PLEASE BE ADVISED that at the Zon-
ing Board of Adjustment meeting of the
Township of Scotch Plains held on Octo-
ber 5, 2017, the Board memorialized the
following Resolutions:

Jinal & Marina Shah, 2 Kevin Road,
Block 15302, Lot 9, were approved to
install a 6 foot fence along the aforemen-
tioned property.

T-Mobile Northeast LLC, 1551 Cooper
Road, Block 12001, Lot 18, was approved
to install six (6) wireless communications
antennas on an existing transmission
tower, construct a 784.8 square feet gravel
equipment compound at the base of the
tower, as well as place ancillary equipment
at ground level.

T-Mobile Northeast LLC and Horvath
Towers V, LLC, 1985 Route 22, Block
1901, Lot 4.02, application to install a 130
feet monopole, as amended to a 105 feet
monopole, with two 9 feet lightning rods
attached, with nine (9) wireless communi-
cations antennas and a GPS antenna at
the base, and with a 10 feet x 20 feet
concrete pad at the base of the pole, with
three (3) equipment cabinets was denied.

A copy of said Resolutions has been
filed in the office of the Board and/or the
office of the municipal clerk and is avail-
able for public inspection during regular
business hours.

Shannon Rapant
Secretary to the Zoning Board

1 T - 10/12/17, The Times Fee: $33.66

appeared that Cougar defensive back
Elijah Arroyo made an interception
but an interference penalty put the
ball back into the Raiders’ hands.

The Raiders extended their lead to
22-14 when Heisey connected with
Laylor in the left end zone for a 24-
yard TD. The Cougars immediately
answered with an eight-play, 65-yard
scoring drive that included
Korzeneski’s spectacular 36-yard
catch and Cadet’s 12-yard TD recep-
tion with 6:03 remaining in the third
quarter. Curran completed the two-
point conversion to Korzeneski to tie
the score.

An 11-yard sack of Heisey by Cou-
gar linebacker Chris Giuditta and line-
man Rob Schork convinced the Raid-
ers to punt. Cranford took over at its
33 and with the help of Araujo’s 47-
yard breakaway run to the Raider
eight, followed by Anthony
DeCostello’s seven-yard run, the Cou-
gars took a 29-22 lead when Araujo
launched himself over the pile for a
one-yard TD with 2:03 left in the
third.

In a span of five minutes, Heisey
and the Raiders moved the ball from
their own 20 to the Cranford end zone
in 12 plays, including eight in the air,
when Heisey sneaked in from the one
to knot the score. Seven plays later,
the Cougars took seven plays to march
66 yards, ending with Araujo’s four-
yard off-tackle slant for the TD.

Arroyo’s bat down of Heisey’s pass
on fourth down gave the ball back to
the Cougars but Laylor, playing line-
backer, did the same to put the ball

back into Heisey’s hands. After an
eight-yard pass to Laylor, Sanders
made his circus catch and sped to the
end zone to complete a 52-yard play
and to tie the score at 36.

“All I can say is that when you want
it bad enough, you are going to get it.
That was a moment that I really keyed
in on myself and I told myself that this
is for the team,” Sanders explained.
“I’m hungry for the next game.”

Cranford used four running plays
to score in overtime when Araujo
went off-tackle again for four yards.
Ambrosio nailed the point after for a
43-36 lead. The Raiders’ chances were
in jeopardy when Heisey’s pass at-
tempt was jarred by Cougar Jim Joyce
resulting in a third down at the 28 but
Heisey threw a strike to Stewart for
the TD. The Raiders gambled but the
Cougar center line made the game-
winning stuff.

“We knew they were going to be
gunning it down the field the whole
game. We had to adjust a little bit, try
and move our guys back. Once they
pounded the ball against us, we had to
adjust. I just got to do what I was
coached to do. I had to come out and
do what they said and it worked,”
Arroyo explained.

“I didn’t want to have the game go
to overtime. I wanted to drive it down
get the win. But it is what it is and they
did a good job of stopping Cooper,”
Araujo said.

“I don’t think we were a team at the
beginning but we have come a long
way. I mean 35 points last week’s game,
42 this game. We are definitely growing

as a program. Unfortunately it doesn’t
show on our record,” Heisey said.

“I really thought we won states
after this game. I was ready to break
out in tears. I fought so hard. My body
is ready to shut down right now,”
Arroyo expressed.
Cranford 14   0 15   7 7 43
Sc Pl-Fnwd   8   7   7 14 6 42

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

In accordance with the ordinances of the
Township of Cranford, and the statutes of
the State of New Jersey, Notice is hereby
served upon you that an application for
development, Application No. ZBA-17-023
to be located in Zone: R-3, on the premises
known as 14 West Holly Street Cranford,
New Jersey 07016, Block No. 176, Lot No.
12, has been submitted by: Conrad Brink
of 14 West Holly Street, Cranford, New
Jersey 07016.

The proposed development involves and
requires the granting of relief from the
following requirements of the ordinance so
as to permit: Lot Coverage 136-31A7,
Maximum allowed 38% / 2,850 square
feet, Proposed 40.2% / 3,016 square feet
and any additional relief that may be re-
quired from the board.

The Zoning Board will conduct a public
hearing on this matter on November 6,
2017 at 8:15 p.m. in Room 107 of the
Cranford Township Municipal Building, 8
Springfield Avenue, Cranford, New Jer-
sey. Any person or persons affected by
this application will have an opportunity to
present any objections to the proposed
development. The Board does, however,
have the right to exclude repetitious testi-
mony.

All documents relating to this application
may be inspected by the public Monday
through Friday between the hours of 8:00
a.m. and 4:00 p.m. in the Planning/Zoning
Department, Cranford Township Munici-
pal Building, 8 Springfield Avenue,
Cranford, New Jersey.

Applicant:
Conrad Brink

14 West Holly Street
Cranford, New Jersey 07016

1 T - 10/12/17, The Leader Fee: $37.23

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

ORDINANCE NO. 17-20

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZ-
ING THE RENOVATIONS/RE-
MODEL TO AREAS IN THE
OFFICES OF THE GARWOOD
POLICE DEPARTMENT AND
ADMINISTRATION DEPART-
MENT TO CREATE OFFICE
SPACE AND FILE STORAGE
AREAS AND THE PURCHASE
OF OFFICE EQUIPMENT IN-
CLUDING FURNITURE AND
FILE CABINETS FOR THE
USE IN AND BY THE
GARWOOD POLICE DE-
PARTMENT AND ADMINIS-
TRATION DEPARTMENT
AND APPROPRIATING THE
SUM OF THIRTY THOUSAND
DOLLARS FROM THE CAPI-
TAL IMPROVEMENT FUND
TO FINANCE THE COST
THEREOF.

STATEMENT

TAKE NOTICE THAT ORDINANCE NO.
17-20, WAS PASSED ON THE FINAL
READING AFTER PUBLIC HEARING AT
A MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND COUN-
CIL OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
ON, TUESDAY, OCTOBER 10, 2017

ATTEST:
Christina Ariemma

Municipal Clerk
1 T - 10/12/17, The Leader Fee: $31.62

Soccer Blue Devils Top
Hilltopper Girls, 3-1
Two days after stopping Oak Knoll,

the Westfield High School girls soc-
cer team topped Summit, 3-1, in Sum-
mit on October 5. Co-captain Grace
Elliott netted a pair of goals and Faith
Dobosiewicz added a goal and an
assist, while Melina McDevitt had an
assist. Hilltopper Anna Turk scored
on an assist from Kelsey Space. Caitlin
Amman made seven saves for
Westfield and Catherine Maloney
made 12 for Summit.
Westfield 1 2 3
Summit 0 1 1

Soccer Cougars Down
ALJ Crusaders, 4-1

Mike Carracino netted a goal and
an assist to lead the Cranford High
School boys soccer team past the AL
Johnson Crusaders in Cranford on
October 5. James Coleman, Matt
Ducusin and Pierre LeDorze each
scored once for the Cougars, while
Matt Medeiros, Derek Kallensee and
Dylan DePuy each added an assist.
Andrew Kehrie made 10 saves for the
Crusaders, while Andrew Rojo made
five saves and Gavin Kellett made
two for the Cougars.
AL Johnson 0 1 1
Cranford 2 2 4

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ATTEMPTING TO GET THE QUARTERBACK...Raider linebacker/co-captain Alex Oslislo, No. 24, tries to grab Cougar
quarterback Dan Curran, No. 5, during the overtime classic game in Scotch Plains on October 7.

Probitas Verus Honos


