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“I know passing this ordinance
as well as spraying the required
amount of times per year will
alleviate our neighbors’ concerns
so we don’t have people all over
town worrying about rodents in
their backyard,” said Ms. Cuccaro.

Ms. Todisco stated the ordi-
nance would place responsibility
on homeowners and business
owners to address rodent infes-
tation. Fanwood has adopted an
identical ordinance establishing
guidelines and punishments for
those noncompliant with public
health standards, she noted.

“The enforcement would be
subjecting individuals to health

and sanitations violations. So a
possible fine up to $1,000 or
community service for no more
than 90 days,” said Mr. Renaud.

Resident Al Delconte said the
rat problem is caused by the
local health board trying to make
it a resident or property owner
problem. He said it is the
borough’s problem and the bor-
ough needs to get back to baiting
and spraying.

“Thank you, Mr. Sarno, for
bringing up Russo. The person
doing the negotiations should be
fired. This guy you got doesn’t
care what’s going on,” said Mr.
Delconte.

Resident and former council-
man Jim Mathieu used the public
commentary time allotment to
question Ms. Todisco on what the
bedroom mix would be at the
redevelopment.

“Mayor Lombardo never got
back to me on why you were
forced to resign during contract
negotiations,” said Mr. Mathieu
to Ms. Todisco.

Mr. Mathieu was referring to
the Garwood Department of Pub-
lic Works teamster contract ne-
gotiations. The negotiations took
place in March 2016.

“I did not resign. I simply asked
the mayor to replace my position
on the committee. It was budget
time and negotiations. I was re-
cently in a master’s degree pro-
gram. Mayor [Lombardo] ac-
cepted my request,” said Ms.
Todisco.

“I said this four times tonight.
The matter is under negotiation.
We should not discuss specifics
tonight. I would like to discuss
100 percent of everything; might
not make sense to do so legally,”
said Ms. Todisco, addressing Mr.
Mathieu’s questions regarding the
redevelopment’s bedroom layout.

Councilwoman Jennifer
Blumenstock, Garwood senior
citizen liaison, provided updates
on borough senior citizen activi-
ties. On Sunday, October 29,
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., a senior
brunch will be held at the Knights
of Columbus hall. The next meet-
ing for seniors is on Thursday,
October 19. The last meeting
was on October 5 and featured a
speaker from Brook Health Care.
The meeting topic was humor
and health.

“Laughing is one of the best
medicines you can give your
body, and it has been shown to
have such a positive effect on all
your systems,” said Ms.
Blumenstock on what borough
seniors were taught by their key-
note speaker.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
REMEMBERING LAS VEGAS...A vigil for the victims of the Las Vegas mass
shooting wass held on Monday evening at St. Michael's Church in Cranford.

Committee Passes Ord.
Regarding Puppy Mills
By LAUREN A. SILVA
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CRANFORD — Tuesday night’s
township committee workshop
and town council meetings fea-
tured the town’s fire department
recognition awards and heated
debate about a town ordinance
which would ban the sale of pup-
pies and kittens sold by pet stores
that buy them from “puppy mills.”
The ordinance restricts “the re-
tail sale of puppies and kitten to
only those that are sourced from
shelter or rescue organizations.”
The ordinance does not apply to
“hobby breeders.”

During the workshop meeting,
the architect for the town pool
spoke to the committee about
additional expenses and changes
to the original construction plans.
No time was lost on the project
because of the changes, he said.
Significant changes noted were
the removal of insulation, HVAC
drops, rewiring and several large

cracks in the floor. The town
architect said, “The floor was in
rough shape.” The completion
date is slated for early November
of this year.

Mayor Thomas H. Hannen, Jr.
bypassed some items on the
agenda, including an engineer-
ing update and an office space
redesign discussion. The work-
shop meeting then moved into a
closed session to discuss various
legal, contractual and personnel
matters before moving into the
council chambers for the regular
town committee meeting.

The meeting began with a mo-
ment of silence for the victims in
Las Vegas “and for all victims of
gun violence,” Deputy Mayor
Patrick F. Giblin said.

Cranford Fire Chief Daniel Czeh
awarded several town firefighters
and EMTs with recognition awards
for their heroic acts in the past
year. Specifically, he referenced

South Ave. Development, Parking Draws Concern

had last done a complete re-
write of the master plan in 1979,
board member Lynda Feder said.
Ms. Feder felt that the plan only
needed to be re-examined. She
also noted that there is a larger
cost should the board decide to
fully rewrite the plan versus do-
ing a re-examination.

The land use and the housing
elements are both in need of
being re-examined, Zoning Of-
ficer Ron Johnson said.

Mayor Thomas H. Hannen, Jr.,
who sits on the planning board,
said the housing plan should be
set aside until the township and
the court have met and a deci-
sion is made on the affordable
housing the township would be
required to provide. The
township’s current housing plan
will expire December 31, 2018.

Also, since the Downtown Man-
agement Corporation has been
working on a strategic plan for
the downtown, “their plan can-
not contradict with what we are
trying to do,” Mr. Johnson said.

Board Chairwoman Kathleen
Murray suggested the board first
have an outline as to which parts

of the master plan should be
changed, and then the board can
advertise for a request for pro-
posals from planners to assist
with the re-examination of the
master plan. Ms. Feder felt it
would be helpful to first hire a
planner who could then work to-
gether with the board to prepare
the report.

The board is to continue dis-
cussing the master plan in its
upcoming workshop meetings.

Also, the board announced that
Kathy Lenahan will become the
new scribe for the zoning board
of adjustment and the planning
board.
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