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May 3, 2017 in which his men
and local EMTs rescued a town
resident from her home near Hill-
side Avenue School. Chief Czeh
said this month’s fire prevention
theme is Every Second Counts:
Plan Two Ways Out! Kindergar-
ten students in local schools will
receive fun bags and glow in the
dark fire hats. Mayor Hannen
thanked all the firefighters and
EMTs at the award’s conclusion
by stating, “Continue to have
safe arrivals on all your calls.”

The ordinance involving dogs
and other animals that was on
the agenda caused a heated de-
bate. The committee passed the
ordinance on second reading,
with two abstained votes from
Deputy Mayor Giblin and Com-

missioner Ann Dooley. Mr.
Hannen and Commissioner Mary
O’Connor voted yes to the ordi-
nance passing and spoke to the
public after their decision. Sev-
eral members of the public spoke.
Some of whom were store own-
ers; others were humane society
volunteers, or local residents.
Many presented data and statis-
tics to the town committee and
public.

Regarding the ordinance, Mayor
Hannen stated, “I have some
concerns. This was not a clear
and balanced picture when first
presented to us.” Mayor Hannen
also addressed the local and non-
local members of the public from
the Humane Society that serve
as volunteers for the organiza-

tion. “You need to get your act
together so more families can
adopt dogs,” he said.

Commissioner O’Connor said
she grew up with dogs from li-
censed breeders and that she did
much research about this topic
before Tuesday night’s meeting.
Ms. O’ Connor also stated, “There
is a pet supply store in town.
There is not a store that sells
puppies and kittens.”

Commissioner Dooley ab-
stained saying, “I do not know
who to believe here.”

Local residents also expressed
concerns about the proposed
Hartz Mountain development
specifically that the town’s public
roads were already overflowing.

An ordinance about unclaimed
bicycles in town up for public
auction passed with all council
members voting yes. Several
ordinances on the agenda were
tabled for future discussion.

The township committee meet-
ing concluded with several an-
nouncements from the council
members. Commissioner
O’Connor thanked the Cranford
Fire Department and the EMTs
for all that they do for the town.
Commissioner Dooley mentioned
some local streets that will be
repaved in the spring: “Pine and
Riverside need more extensive
engineering than we thought.”

Deputy Mayor Giblin spoke
about the town’s new web site,
www.cranfordnj.org, the
Cranford Jaycees successful Oc-
tober Fest (they raised $30,000
for the first aid squad in town)
and the relief drive for the hurri-
cane victims in Puerto Rico. Mr.
Giblin also mentioned the fire
department’s celebration on Sun-
day, various town Halloween fes-
tivities, a new Porch Fest event,
the town street fair and the up-
coming Scarecrow Stroll.

Cranford Committe Passes Puppy Mill Ordinance Positive PARCC Results
Addressed at BOE Meeting

By ROBYN ORR-GIOFFRE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — Assistant Super-
intendent for Curriculum and In-
struction Liz Azukas reported to
the Cranford Board of Education
Monday night on district-wide
PARCC (Partnership for Assess-
ment of Readiness for College
and Careers) scores at the open
work session meeting.

Ms. Azukas reported that
Cranford is “exceeding the state
average and the cross state av-
erage in some cases rather sig-
nificantly” for proficiency levels.

For PARCC testing, a score of 1
did not meet expectations, a 2
partially met expectations, a 3
approached expectations, a 4 met
expectations and a 5 exceeded
expectations. Students are con-
sidered proficient if they score a

4 or above.
In the English/Language Arts/

Literacy Assessment (ELA) por-
tion of the test, 63.5 percent of
Cranford third-grade students
achieved level 4 results while the
state average is 50.4 percent
and the cross state average is 40
percent.

For the mathematics assess-
ment portion of the test, 76.3
percent of fifth-grade Cranford
students achieved a 4 while the
state average was 47.3 percent
and the cross state average was
35.8 percent.

A comparison of scores in the
district over the last three years
shows that, while there are a
couple of areas that need to be
looked at, such as a decrease in
level 4 and 5 scores in grade 3 forGarwood Voters Interested

In Borough’s Redevelopment
GARWOOD – The most frequent

questions submitted by Garwood
residents to be asked of the can-
didates for Borough Council dur-
ing a discussion later this month
concern redevelopment.

All Garwood residents have
been invited to submit further
questions to
PointeForum@gmail.com and to
attend the discussions, which will
be held in the clubhouse at the
Pointe, the condominium com-
plex between Maple and Chest-
nut Streets.

The Democratic candidates –
Russ Graham and Sara Todisco –
will appear at the session at 7:30
p.m. on Thursday, October 26.
The Republican nominees –
Michael Collings and Richard
McCormack – have said they will
not participate.

Ms. Todisco, a middle-school
teacher, has been a member of
the Council since 2011 and cur-
rently serves as its president.

Mr. Graham, a former member of
the Board of Education and a
Vietnam veteran, is a retired
small-business owner.

Mr. Collings and Mr.
McCormack, both longtime resi-
dents of Garwood and active
members of the Knights of Co-
lumbus, are newcomers to elec-
tive politics.

“The redevelopment of our town
is a major issue for Garwood,”
said Christine Spear, the presi-
dent of the condominium’s board.
“But our discussions will not be
limited to that topic. We will also
hear the candidates out on such
matters as taxes and shared ser-
vices.”

Light refreshments will be
served after the formal discus-
sion. Parking is available in the
large lot behind the commercial
buildings on North Avenue be-
tween Maple and Chestnut
Streets. A stairway leads from
the lot to the clubhouse.

Flu Vaccine to Be Available
To Cranford Residents

CRANFORD — Seasonal influ-
enza immunizations will be avail-
able to Cranford residents in the
coming weeks. On Tuesday, Oc-
tober 24, from 3:30 to 6 p.m.,
vaccine will be administered at
the Cranford Community Center,
located at 220 Walnut Avenue.

Adults and children over the
age of 3 years are invited to
receive their annual flu vaccine
at this public health event. No
appointments are necessary.
Senior citizens with a Medicare
Part B card are asked to bring it
to the clinic. There will be no fee
for residents without Medicare.

All are reminded to wear short
sleeves if possible when they
come for their flu shot. The vac-
cine to be distributed is the regu-
lar dose covering four influenza
types. It is not a high dose.

Seasonal flu vaccine is recom-
mended by the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention
(CDC) for everyone over the age
of 6 months. The CDC states:
“Vaccination is especially impor-
tant for people at higher risk of
severe influenza and their close
contacts, including healthcare
personnel, and close contacts of
children younger than 6 months.”
Everyone should get the annual,
seasonal influenza vaccine. Ad-
ditionally, all pregnant women,
women who are planning to be-
come pregnant, women postpar-
tum and women who are breast-
feeding during the influenza sea-
son should be vaccinated.

Any questions may be directed
to the Madison Health Depart-
ment at (973) 593-3079, exten-
sion no. 9.
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